2 UNIVERSITY OF

Dairy Goat Production Guide 1

CIR452

Barnet Harris, Jr., and Frederick Springer2

It is quite certain that the goat was one of the
earliest domesticated animalsin Western Asia The
goat is thought to have descended from the Pasang or
Grecian Ibex, a species of wild goat found in Asia
Minor, Persia and other nearby countries. A reference
to the use of mohair from goats can be found in the
Bible at the time of Moses when he told the children
of Israel to bring white silk and goat's wool to weave
atar clothsfor the Tabernacle.

Thefirst goat importations into this country came
from Switzerland. Records of early settlementsin
Virginiaand New England indicate that milk goats
were brought to the United States by Captain John
Smith and by Lord Delaware. There were very few
Swiss goats in the United States prior to 1904. In that
year, aconsignment of ten Saanens and 16
Toggenburg goats were brought in, followed by more
in the next two decades. These goats spread all over
the country and have provided the basis for the
development and improvement of milk goatsin this
country.

In the United States, milk goats are found in
every state, with California, Wisconsin, Texas and
several eastern states leading in goat population. In
recent years, Florida has been rapidly becoming a
popular state for dairy goat breeders.

Breeds of Dairy Goats

The American Dairy Goat Association
recognizes six breeds of dairy goatsin the United
States. Thefive principa breeds arelistedin Table 1
. They are Alpine, American LaMancha, Nubian,
Saanan and Toggenburg. A lesser known dairy breed
isthe Oberhadli. They rangein color from light to
deep red with black stripes down the forehead and
black legs below the knees. Additional information
may be obtained on any particular breed from the
various breed organizations, and the American Dairy
Goat Association. Also, the Dairy Goat Journal isa
monthly publication that provides alot of good
information as well as information on the names and
addresses of different breed organizations.

The Alpine, Saanen and Toggenburg breeds
originated in the French and Swiss Alps and are often
referred to asthe "Swiss' type breeds. They are very
similar in conformation, all having upright ears,
straight or slightly dished faces and an alert, graceful,
deer-like appearance.

Alpine

The Alpines are composed of severa varieties
including the most popular French Alpine and the

1. Thisdocument is CIR452, one of a series of the Animal Science Department, Florida Cooperative Extension Service, Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, University of Florida. Original publication date November 1992. Reviewed June 2003. Visit the EDIS Web Site at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu.
2. Barnet Harris, Jr., Professor, and Frederick Springer, Dairy Science undergraduate student, Cooperative Extension Service, Ingtitute of Food and

Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida, Gainesville, 32611.

Sciences / University of Florida/ Larry R. Arrington, Interim Dean

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Employment Opportunity - Affirmative Action Employer authorized to provide
research, educational information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to race, creed, color, religion,
age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations. For information on obtaining other extension
publications, contact your county Cooperative Extension Service office. Florida Cooperative Extension Service / Institute of Food and Agricultural







